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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS TO DETECT LO
LEAKAGE AND IMAGE REJECTION USING
A SINGLE TRANSISTOR

CROSS-REFERENCE TO OTHER
APPLICATIONS

Not Applicable.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has allotted
a spectrum of bandwidth in the 60 GHz frequency range (57
to 64 GHz). The Wireless Gigabit Alliance (WiGig) is
targeting the standardization of this frequency band that will
support data transmission rates up to 7 Gbps. Integrated
circuits, formed in semiconductor die, offer high frequency
operation in this millimeter wavelength range of frequen-
cies. Some of these integrated circuits utilize Complemen-
tary Metal Oxide Semiconductor (CMOS), Silicon-Germa-
nium (SiGe) or GaAs (Gallium Arsenide) technology to
form the dice in these designs. This standard is called the
IEEE 802.11ad protocol.

The transmit path of the signal being, transferred in the
wireless channel in these communication system need to be
compensated for various mismatch conditions occurring in
the up-convertor circuit. Some of these conditions manifests
as LO leakage and signal image in the transmitter RF signal
spectrum.

CMOS (Complementary Metal Oxide Semiconductor) is
the primary technology used to construct, integrated circuits.
N-channel transistors and P-channel transistors (MOS tran-
sistor) are used in this technology which uses fine line
technology to consistently reduce the channel length of the
MOS transistors. Current channel lengths are 40 nm, the
power supply of VDD equals 1.2V and the number of layers
of metal levels can be 8 or more.

CMOS offers the computing power to perform many of
the required compensation techniques to overcome the
adverse conditions in the transceiver. Yet, the computing
power must be used in a power efficient manner to insure
that the dissipated power is low enough to allow these
important building blocks of the transceiver fabricated in
CMOS to be used in mobile applications. This helps to
insure that the energy drawn from the limited power con-
tained in the battery is minimized while achieving the
optimum performance.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Various embodiments and aspects of the inventions will
be described with reference to details discussed below, and
the accompanying drawings will illustrate the various
embodiments. The following description and drawings are
illustrative of the invention and are not to be construed as
limiting the invention. Numerous specific details are
described to provide a thorough understanding of various
embodiments of the present invention. However, in certain
instances, well-known or conventional details are not
described in order to provide a concise discussion of
embodiments of the present inventions.

One embodiment relates to the use of a single transistor to
perform the mixing of two RF spectra in a series signal path
and down-convert the signal to extract signal components
that indicate the level of LO leakage and image rejection
within the spectra of the desired RF signal. Previous tech-
niques to perform the same function required complex
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circuit components, such as a mixer, a feedback VCO, and
a filter in order to detect the distortions. These three major
processing blocks require dozens of transistors, inductors,
capacitors and can occupy a significant portion of area on the
integrated circuit substrate (chip). The VCO alone requires
a charge pump, a loop filter, a pre-scalar, a divider, a crystal
oscillator and/or a sigma delta modulator. Furthermore,
these circuit components need to be designed for stability
concerns where the PLL transient behavior, settling time,
VCO capacitor bank calibration etc. within the feedback
VCO needs to be designed and simulated to operate within
tight tolerances. A single transistor replaces all of these
components simplifying the design, reducing the area and
power dissipation by nearly two orders of magnitude.

Another embodiment relates to the tapping of the RF
spectra from different pairs of ports in a series signal path.
The single transistor performs the mixing function can be
coupled to any two ports of the series signal path to
determine the down-converted signal components. Further-
more, the two tapped ports can be flipped and applied to the
single transistor where the transistor can still operate to
detect the level of LO leakage and image rejection within the
spectra of the desired RF signal.

Another embodiment relates to an apparatus to mix a first
signal with a second signal comprising: a plurality of circuit
elements coupled in series forming a series signal path; one
of the plurality of circuit elements having an input node and
an output node coupled within the series signal path; a gate
of a transistor connected to the input node; a source of the
transistor connected to the output node; and a drain of the
transistor coupled to a resultant node, wherein the transistor
mixes the first signal at the input node with the second signal
at the output node a generating a mixed signal between the
first signal and the second signal at the resultant node,
further comprising: a first spectra comprising a first homo-
dyne signal, a first LO leakage signal, and a first image
rejection signal applied to the input node; and a version of
the first spectra comprising to second homodyne signal, a
second LO leakage signal, and a second image rejection
signal modified by the one of the circuit elements at the
output node, further comprising: an input port coupled to an
input of the series signal path; and an output port coupled to
an output of the series signal path, wherein an up-converted
RF signal is coupled to the input port, further comprising: a
low pass filter (LPF) coupled to the resultant node; and a
digital signal processor (DSP) coupled to the LPF, wherein
the DSP calculates correction factors to reduce the LO
leakage signals and the image rejection signals in all the
spectra. The apparatus further comprising: an antecedent
circuit element coupled to the one of the circuit elements at
the input port; and a subsequent circuit element coupled to
the one of the circuit elements at the output port, wherein an
up-converted RF signal is coupled to the antecedent circuit
element, wherein the one of the circuit elements is an
amplifier stage that either non-inverts or inverts the second
signal with regard to the first signal, wherein the one of the
circuit elements is an amplifier stage that amplifies and
phase shifts the second signal with regard to the first signal.

Another embodiment relates to an apparatus to generate a
self-mixed signal comprising: a first circuit element includ-
ing an input node and an output node; a gate of a transistor
coupled to the input node; a source of the transistor coupled
to the output node; a drain of the transistor coupled to a
resultant node; a first spectra comprising a first homodyne
signal, a first LO leakage signal, and a first image rejection
signal applied to the input node; and a version of the first
spectra comprising a second homodyne signal, a second LO
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leakage signal, and a second image rejection signal modified
by the circuit element and generated at the output node,
wherein the transistor mixes the first spectra with the version
of the first spectra generating the self-mixed signal at the
resultant node, further comprising: an antecedent circuit
element with an input port coupled to first circuit element at
the input node; and a subsequent circuit element coupled
with an output port coupled to the first circuit element at the
output node, wherein an up-converted RF signal is coupled
to the input port, further comprising: an antenna coupled to
the output port. The apparatus further comprising: a low pass
filter coupled to the resultant node, wherein the first circuit
element is an amplifier stage that either non-inverts or
inverts the input signal at the output node, wherein the first
circuit element is an amplifier stage that amplifies and phase
shifts the input signal at the output node.

Another embodiment relates to a method to generate a
mixed signal between two selected ports comprising the
steps of coupling a plurality of circuit elements in series
forming a series signal path; assigning separate ports
between two adjacent circuit elements within the series
signal path, wherein an input port couples to an input of a
first circuit element in the series signal path and an output
port couples to an output of a last circuit element in the series
signal path; selecting any two of the ports; connecting a gate
of a transistor to a first selected port of the two of the ports;
connecting a source of the transistor to a second selected
port of the two of the ports; and coupling a drain of the
transistor to a resultant node, wherein the transistor mixes a
signal at the first selected port with a signal at the second
selected port, thereby generating at the resultant node the
mixed signal between the two selected ports, wherein the
signal at the first selected port has a first spectra comprising
at least one of a homodyne signal, a LO leakage signal, and
an image rejection signal applied to the input node; and the
signal at the second selected, port has a second spectra
comprising at least one of a version of the homodyne signal,
a version of the LO leakage signal, and a version of the
image rejection signal modified by at least one of the
plurality of circuit elements, wherein the version compo-
nents of the second spectra comprises at least a non-inverted
or an inverted, an amplified or an attenuated, or a phase
shifted component of the first spectra, further comprising the
steps of coupling a low pass filter to the resultant node,
further comprising the steps of: coupling a digital signal
processor (DSP) to an output of the low pass filter to
calculate correction factors to reduce the LO leakage signals
and the image rejection signals of all signals within the
series signal path. The method further comprising the steps
of: coupling an up-convened RF signal is to the input port,
wherein the first selected port corresponds to an input node
or an output node of an amplifier, and the second selected
port corresponds to a remaining node of the amplifier.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Please note that the drawings shown in this specification
may not necessarily be drawn to scale and the relative
dimensions of various elements in the diagrams are depicted
schematically. The inventions presented here may be
embodied in may different forms and should not be con-
strued as limited to the embodiments set forth herein. Rather,
these embodiments are provided so that this disclosure will
be through and complete, and will fully convey the scope of
the invention to those skilled in the art. In other instances,
well-known structures and functions have not been shown or
described in detail to avoid unnecessarily obscuring the
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4

description of the embodiment of the invention. Like num-
bers refer to like elements in the diagrams, unless noted
otherwise.

FIG. 1A depicts a baseband processor-transmitter-antenna
path.

FIG. 1B illustrates a direct conversion transmitter driven
by I/Q signals

FIG. 2A shows a direct conversion up-converter driven by
1/Q signals along with phase/amplitude/DC offset distortions
and corrective circuitry in accordance with an embodiment
of one of the present invention.

FIG. 2B depicts the spectra the circuit of FIG. 2A gen-
erates in accordance with an embodiment of one of the
present invention.

FIG. 2C shows a direct conversion up-converter driven by
a transmitter digital to analog converter (DAC) 1/Q signals
along with phase/amplitude/DC offset distortions and cor-
rective circuitry in accordance with an embodiment of one
of the present invention.

FIG. 3A shows a direct conversion transmitter driven by
1/Q signals along with compensation adjustments for phase
and amplitude distortions and a detection circuitry based
around the power amplifier (PA) in accordance with an
embodiment of one of the present invention.

FIG. 3B illustrates the down-converted spectra in the
circuit of FIG. 3A assuming the input spectra of FIG. 2A in
accordance with an embodiment of one of the present
invention.

FIG. 4 presents a circuit schematic of the power amplifier
in accordance with an embodiment of one of the present
invention.

FIG. 5 depicts in a block diagram of the detection circuit
connected to the power amplifier to reduce distortions in
accordance with an embodiment of one of the present
invention.

FIG. 6A shows a single transistor operating as the detect-
ing element in the detector circuit in accordance with an
embodiment of one of the present invention.

FIG. 6B illustrates another connectivity for a single
transistor operating as the detecting element in the detector
in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 7 presents another set of tap points coupling the
transmitter path to the detecting circuit in accordance with
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The WiGig standard transmits signals in the 60 GHz range
of carrier frequencies allowing nearly a 10 GHz signal
bandwidth capability. This is a direct conversion system
which is known to suffer from 1/QQ mismatch causing images
to form in the spectra of the transmitted signal. This is due
to the gain and phase distortion mismatch between the I
(real) and the Q (90 phase shifted) signal paths. A desirable
feature is to perform a calibration procedure to eliminate
distortions caused by the gain and phase distortions.

Another distortion occurs when the oscillator signal leaks
into the signal path before being unconverted. The oscillator
signal when mixed with itself causes a DC offset to occur in
the signal path. Additional DC offset occurs due to compo-
nent mismatches within the mixer itself. This additional DC
offset causes local oscillator (LO) leakage when the mixer
mixes the LO signal. This DC offset can saturate the
following stages and needs to be reduced. A desirable feature
is to perform another calibration procedure to eliminate the
distortions caused by this DC offset.
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A baseband-transmitter block diagram is illustrated in
FIG. 1. The signal enters the baseband processor 1-1 and is
processed in preparation to be transmitted into free space via
an antenna. The processing can occur according to one of
many given standards known in the industry. The processed
signal is converted to analog with as digital to analog
converter D/A 1-2. The analog signal from the D/A is
applied to the analog transmitter which tip-converts the
baseband signal to a higher carrier frequency. One example
is a direct conversion transmitter where the spectrum of the
baseband signal is translated by the local oscillator to the RF
carrier frequency using a quadrature converter. The uncon-
verted signal is transferred to the antenna 1-4 and sent into
free space.

Further details of the analog transmitter 1-3 are illustrated
in FIG. 1B. The inputs are quadrature baseband signals: Q.
and I,,, where each the 1, has a phase difference of 90°
from that of Q. These orthogonal signals, if combined,
contain the original information. These two signals each also
comprise the identical spectra. The Q;, is applied to the
mixer 1-7, while the I, is applied to the second mixer 1-6.
Both mixers are switched by the quadrature outputs of the
local oscillator (LO) 1-5. The cos w, .t waveform is used to
mix Q,,,, while the sin w,,t waveform is used to mix I,,.
The outputs of the mixers 1-6 and 1-7 are added together by
adder 1-8. The combined signal is applied to the pre-
amplifier 1-9 which then drives the power amplifier (PA)
1-10. The PA 1-10 further amplifies the signal. A matching
network 1-11 insures that the maximum power from the PA
is transferred to the antenna 1-4. The up-converted signal is
provided with sufficient power for propagation into free
space.

FIG. 1B illustrates a transmitter with ideal 1/Q signals
(phase and amplitude constant over the bandwidth) and an
ideal oscillator which does not leak signal from the LO 1-5
into the baseband signal paths.

However, FIG. 2A illustrates the transmitter with various
forms of distortion introduced into the 1/Q signals such as
phase/amplitude distortion and an effective DC offset caused
by LO carrier leakage and circuit mismatch. For example,
the Q,,, input applied to the input of the mixer 1-7 contains
the desired signal Q. plus the undesired phase/amplitude
distortions and a DC offset; similarly, the I, input applied
to the input of the mixer 1-6 contains the desired signal I,
plus the undesired phase/amplitude distortions and a DC
offset. These undesired distortions can degrade the ideal
transmitted signal characteristics sought after in the idea
circuit of FIG. 1B.

The distortions in the amplitude and phase of the 1/Q
signals occur, in part, because of the frequency dependence
of the transfer functions used to generate the 1/Q signals,
leakage of signals in parasitic, and transistor and component
mismatch. For example, the DC offset occurs, in part,
because mixers 1-7 and 1-6 mix the LO signals with leaked
carrier LO signals in the signal path. This causes the
transmitter output to contain a portion of the unmodulated
LO carrier and an image signal.

The up-converted spectra 2-1 at the output of the adder
1-8 is presented in FIG. 2B. The spectrum of the desired
single side band signal is w,,, 2-4. The spectrum of the
undesirable LO leakage signal 2-3 is shown at w,,. The
phase and gain mismatch in the 1/Q signals causes the
spectrum of the undesired image tone of the signal 2-2 at
©,,,,- The undesired image tone is offset below the LO
leakage signal as the desired single sideband signal is above
the LO leakage signal. The tones are separated by OF which

is the frequency delta between (w,,-w;,,.) and (o, -w;,). In
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a typical transmitter, these 3 tones (w;,,,, ©;,, ®,) are
propagated, through a series signal path of the Pre-amp 1-9
PA 1-10, Matching Network 1-11, Antenna 1-4 chain and
become components of the RF output. It is highly desirable
to calibrate the transmitter so that the tones ,,,,, and w,, are
minimized or, if possible, eliminated.

The carrier leakage signal w,, 2-3 typically occurs in the
analog baseband segment of the transmitter. The quadrature
signal suffers carrier leakage due to acquired DC offsets in
the signal path that combines within the transmitter signal
path causing the signal to contain the unmodulated carrier.
The unmodulated carrier is the source of the carrier leakage
signal and generates a distortion in the desired signal, since
the carrier leakage is transmitted with the desired signal. As
the power of the desired signal is reduced due to system
requirements, the carrier leakage signal may dominate the
overall signal. Therefore, it is very desirable to reduce the
carrier leakage to improve the quality of the desired signal.

The 1/Q mismatch signal in direct conversion systems can
degrade the signal quality of the desired signal w_,, 2-4. The
mismatch occurs within the quadrature paths of the base-
band segment of the transmitter. The I/Q components of the
quadrature signal each carry a given bandwidth of signal
information. Ideally, it is desirable if the characteristics of
the circuitry in the baseband segment of the I/Q signal paths
exactly match each other over the entire bandwidth of signal
information. In this ideal situation, the I/Q mismatch would
be reduced to near zero values, since there would be a 90°
phase shift and equivalent magnitudes between the corre-
sponding components of the I and Q signals.

However, the actual characteristics of the circuitry in the
baseband segment typically do not match each other over the
entire bandwidth of the spectra carrying the signal informa-
tion. Typically, the phase and amplitude of the 1/Q signals
are matched at the center of the bandwidth of signal infor-
mation. Since the signal information has a bandwidth cen-
tered on the carrier frequency, some of the signal informa-
tion components are located away from the center carrier
frequency. Since the components forming the I/Q paths are
not matched at these frequencies away from the carrier
frequency, the 1/Q signals carried within these frequencies
are typically processed with different phase and amplitude
characteristics. Thus, the way the I signal is processed at an
frequency offset of dw from the carrier frequency by the
circuitry may not match the way the Q signal is processed at
an frequency offset of dw from the carrier frequency by the
circuitry. This is known as I[/Q mismatch and occurs between
the 1/Q paths within the bandwidth of signal information.
The result of this mismatch causes an unwanted sideband
image w,,,, 2-2 to be generated with the signal spectra as
illustrated in FIG. 2B. The I/Q mismatch introduces distor-
tion into the spectra of the desired signal and causes the
constellation of the modulated signal being transmitted to be
distorted. Therefore, it is very desirable to reduce the 1/Q
mismatch to improve the quality of the desired signal.

Given that the amplitudes of the offending spectra of
carrier leakage and the 1/Q mismatch signals need to be
reduced; the first step is to detect these offending spectra due
to the mismatches. Once the offending spectra is detected,
various circuit techniques and algorithms can be used
together to reduce the offending spectra and thereby improve
the signal quality of the desired signal.

The algorithm in conjunction with various circuit con-
figurations can be implemented in a computer. The algo-
rithm may also contain instructions that, when executed,
perform one or more methods, such as those described
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above. The information carrier is a computer- or machine-
readable medium, such as the memory, the storage device, or
Memory on processor.

These computer programs (also known as programs,
software, software applications or code) include machine
instructions for a programmable processor, and can be
implemented in a high-level procedural and/or object-ori-
ented programming language, and/or in assembly/machine
language. As used herein, the terms “machine-readable
medium” “computer-readable medium” refers to any com-
puter program product, apparatus and/or device (e.g., mag-
netic discs, optical disks, memory, Programmable Logic
Devices (PLDs)) used to provide machine instructions and/
or data to a programmable processor, including a machine-
readable medium that receives machine instructions as a
machine-readable signal. The term “machine-readable sig-
nal” refers to any signal used to provide machine instruc-
tions and/or data to a programmable processor.

One example of a detection circuit 2-12 is illustrated in
FIG. 2A and is used to detect the offending spectra. This
version of the detection circuit requires at least three major
processing blocks: a mixer 2-5, a feedback VCO 2-6, and a
filter 2-7 in order to detect the distortions. These three major
processing blocks require dozens of transistors, inductors,
capacitors and can occupy a significant portion of area on the
integrated circuit substrate (chip). The VCO alone requires
a charge pump, a loop filter, a pre-scalar, a divider, a crystal
oscillator and/or a sigma delta modulator. Furthermore, the
detection circuit 2-12 as illustrated in FIG. 2A needs to be
designed for stability concerns where the PLL transient
behavior, settling time, VCO capacitor bank calibration etc.
within the feedback VCO 2-6 needs to be designed and
simulated to operate within tight tolerances.

In addition to the area usage, these processing blocks
dissipate power. For a portable system, a battery can provide
a given amount of energy between recharges. These pro-
cessing blocks drain the energy from the battery and require
the battery to be charged between uses at shorter time
intervals.

The output of the adder 1-8 is applied to the mixer 2-5 in
the detection circuit 2-12 and mixed with the signal from a
feedback VCO 2-6. The output of the mixer 2-5 is filtered by
the filter 2-7 and applied to the input of the ADC 2-8. Once
the detected signal is filtered 2-7, the filtered signal is
converted into the digital domain by the ADC and processed
by an algorithm programmed with the digital signal proces-
sor (DSP) 2-9. Once these distortions are detected, the
measured values are used to decrease the amount of distor-
tion by using a feedback circuit to minimize each of the
distortion components.

For example, a number of calibration techniques can be
used such as the least mean square (LMS) algorithm. Several
measurement tests are typically performed by the DSP 2-9
to adjust the amplitude, the phase, and the DC offset such
that the distortion due to I/Q mismatch and carrier leakage
are each minimized. The DSP uses various algorithms based
on these calibration techniques to measure and adjust these
parameters. The algorithms may be programmed using soft-
ware programs, computer code, machine code, etc.

As each of these calibrations are performed, an adjust-
ment block 2-10 adjust the adjustable components (not
shown) within the LO 1-5 signal path and in the adjustable
components (not shown) within the 1/Q signal paths. These
adjustments reduce the undesired LO leakage and image
rejection distortions. The measurements can be performed
iteratively during inactive periods and the results can be
stored in memory. Then, the frequency of the feedback VCO
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2-6 can be altered to mimic a different carrier frequency and
perform the detection, measurements, and adjustments again
such that the distortions at this different carrier frequency
can be minimized.

Note that the tap point of the measurement occurs after the
adder 1-8. Thus, this feedback correction does not compen-
sate for any additional distortion that may occur in the series
signal path containing the pre-amp 1-9 and PA 1-10 illus-
trated in FIG. 1B.

FIG. 2C illustrates a correction technique where the
correction signal from adjustment block 2-10 is applied to
the adders 2-16 and 2-17. In this case, the correction signals
are added to the digital stream of the I signal 2-19 and the
Q signal 2-18 in the digital domain. The I/Q signal are then
applied to the digital to analog converters 2-15 and 2-14,
respectively. The analog 1/Q signals now contain the com-
pensated phase/amplitude and DC offset to offset the unde-
sired phase/amplitude and DC offset signals. The feedback
loop containing the up-converter, the detection circuit, ADC,
and DSP monitor the detected signal and can iteratively
apply correction signals to the adders 2-16 and 2-17 until the
distortion has been minimized or eliminated.

FIG. 3A illustrates an innovative embodiment of detecting
the offending spectra without the use of a feedback VCO 2-6
or mixer 2-5 as illustrated in FIG. 2A. Instead, the detection
circuit 3-1 taps two ports from the series signal path of a
series network within the dotted block 3-7. One preferred
embodiment is the tapping of the ports 3-3 and 3-4, as
depicted in FIG. 3A. A series signal path is defined as a
signal path that comprises one or more plurality of circuit
elements couple in series. Separate ports are assigned
between two adjacent circuit elements within said series
signal path. The input to the series signal path is labelled as
the input port, while the output of the series signal path is
labelled as the output port. The circuit elements can com-
prise: pre-amp, amplifiers, low noise amplifier, certain fil-
ters, matching networks, etc. One example is the path
illustrated comprising the nodes 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, and 3-5 of
such a path; however, communication system circuits can
comprise many such series signal paths within an integrated
circuit chip. For example, receive path in a transceiver
containing a low noise amplifier, pre-amp and amplifier
would be another example of a series signal path.

One particular series signal path comprises the path
formed by coupling the pre-amp 1-9, the PA 1-10, and the
matching network 1-11 serially coupled and presented
within the dotted block 3-7. The series signal path is tapped
at two ports and applied to the detection circuit 3-1. In this
case, at the port 3-3 applying the RF signal RF,, to the PA
and port 3-4 of the PA generating the RF signal RF_,, at the
output of the power amplifier (PA) 1-10, although other
tapped ports from the series signal path could be used. The
spectra of these RF signals at each of the ports in this series
path are similar to that illustrated in FIG. 2B. At least two
different ports of the RF spectra from the series path are
applied to the detection circuit 3-1.

These two ports of 3-3 and 3-4 of the PA 1-10 circuit
element are applied to the detection circuit 3-1 which
contains a squaring function capability. Note that the signal
at port 3-4 is an amplified version of the signal at port 3-3;
thus, the spectra at port 3-3 will also be amplified at the port
3-4. The spectra at port 3-4 are a version of the spectra at
port 3-3. The squaring circuit multiplies the two versions of
the spectra of the RF signal by itself. The signals from these
tapped ports are effectively mixed against each other,
thereby eliminating the need for the feedback VCO 2-6 and
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the mixer 2-5. The components of the spectra at each of the
tapped ports are given in EQU. 1 (disregarding the ampli-
fication).

1,=4, cos(w?); L,=4, cos(w,t); and S, =43 cos

(©3) (BQU. 1)

The detection circuit 3-1 in FIG. 3A generates the spectra
illustrated in FIG. 3B at resultant node 3-6.
The output of the squaring transistor is given in EQU. 2:

(I +L ST AL +S,)=[4, cos(w1)+45 cos(wt)+

A; cos(mzf)]? (EQU. 2)
and expanded in EQU. 3:
=(41)(42)cos(w 1—w1)+(A1)(43)cos(w, t-mw31)+(42)
(43)cos(m,t-w3zf)+ . . . other terms (EQU.3)

In EQU. 3, the “other terms” contain the DC term and higher
order frequency terms of ((w,t+(w,t)), ((w,t+(w51)), etc. A
low pass filter 2-11 is used to filter out these higher order
frequency terms. The filtered squaring function output spec-
tra 3-7 at the output of the LPF 2-11 are depicted in FIG. 3B,
where T, 2-15 is the tone consisting of [(A1)(A2)cos(w,t—
w,t)+(A2)(A3)cos(w,t—-m5t)] and T, 2-16 is the tone con-
sisting of (A1)(A3)cos(w,t-m;t). The DC term is presented
as DC 2-14.

Note that the tone T, 2-15 is located at a frequency
separated from DC 2-14 by OF 2-17 and the tone T, 2-16 is
located at a frequency separated from DC 2-14 by 2*3F
2-18, This is due to the squaring function within the detec-
tion circuit 3-1 that multiplies the spectra illustrated in FIG.
2B by another version of the spectra modified by at least one
circuit element. The calibration algorithm then adjusts the
DC offset of the transmitter, and the gain/phase of the
transmitter I/Q path to reduce these two tones: T, and T,.
When T, and T, are reduced to minimum, the undesirable
RF output of the LO leakage and image tones are also
reduced to a minimum.

FIG. 4 illustrates one embodiment of the circuit schematic
4-6 of the series signal path 3-7 for the transmitter stage. The
pre-amp 1-9 and the PA 1-10 in the dotted box 3-7 of FIG.
3A is illustrated as transistors, capacitors, and inductors.
Transistors N, and N, are sized to provide a scaled ampli-
fication. The transistor nomenclature for the N, and N,
transistors imply a N-channel MOS (Metal Oxide Semicon-
ductor) transistor. The pre-amp comprises the inductor L,
4-3 and the transistor N; 4-1, while PA 1-10 comprises the
inductor L., 4-4 and the transistor N, 4-5. The Pre-amp is
coupled to the PA via the capacitor 4-2. The signal from the
adder 1-8 is coupled to the gate of transistor N1 at port 3-2.
The pre-amp amplifies the signal and couples the amplified
signal to the gate of transistor N2 at port 3-3. The PA signal
at port 3-4 is coupled to the matching network 1-11. The
matching circuit can be designed to transfer maximum
power between the port 3-4 and port 3-5 coupled to the
antenna 1-4. The spectra as illustrated in FIG. 2B can be
found at the ports 3-2, 3-3, 3-4 and 3-5 in varying amplitude
levels (depending, on the gain of the pre-amp, PA, and
matching network).

FIG. 5 depicts the ports 3-3 and 3-4 of the series signal
path being tapped and coupled to the detection circuit block
3-1 which multiplies the spectra at port 3-3 with the spectra
at port 3-4. Since these spectra are similar but vary in
amplitude, the multiplier is called a squaring function. The
result of the squaring function is coupled to the output of the
detection circuit at resultant node 3-6. The spectra of the
detected signal at resultant node 3-6 is processed as before
by the LPE, ADC, DSP, etc. to adjust the phase, amplitude
and DC offset so that T, and T, are minimized.
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FIG. 6A presents one embodiment of the inventive use of
a single transistor 6-1 which can be used to perform the
squaring function. Transistor N5 can be a very small device,
of the order of %00 the size of the power amplifier (PA)
transistor N,. The source (S) of transistor N is coupled to
port 3-3 of the series path while the gate (G) of N; is coupled
to port 3-4 of the series path. The substrate (SUB) of
transistor N5 can be tied to ground, although other voltage
potential levels can be used. Due to the device being small.
N; has negligible impact on normal operation of the PA
circuit since the loading of the transistor N5 on the port 3-3
and 3-4 of transistor N, are minimal. In addition, the
transistor N; behaves as a square law device and multiplies
the spectra at port 3-3 by the spectra at port 3-4 and
generates the output at the drain (D) of transistor N5 which
is the resultant node 3-6. Thus, the single transistor N
performs the function performed by the mixer 2-5 and the
feedback VCO 2-6 in the detection circuit 2-12 of FIG. 2A.
The spectra of the detected signal at drain node (D) of
transistor Nj is processed as before by the LPF, ADC, DSP,
etc. to adjust the phase, amplitude and DC offset so that T,
and T, are minimized.

Furthermore, since drain of N; is connected to gates of
transistors in the LPF 2-11, there is no de bias current
through the N; device. N; operates like a passive mixer,
where both the gate and source nodes of the transistor are
connected to the RF output signal ports in the series signal
path carrying the spectra of the RF signals: I =A, cos(w;t),
L,=A, cos(w,t), and S_=A; cos(m,t). As a passive mixer, it
multiplies the RF spectra times a version of itself producing
the down-converted signal illustrated in FIG. 3B and
described by the earlier equation EQU. 3.

This embodiment of detection circuit 3-1 can save over
two orders of magnitude in chip area real estate and power
dissipation when compared to the complex circuit compo-
nents and design of the mixer 2-5 and feedback VCO 2-6
presented in the detection circuit 2-12 of FIG. 2C. In
addition, the issues of stability and other design concerns for
the VCO and associated circuitry in the detection circuit
2-12 are eliminated, simplifying the overall design of the
inventive detection circuit which utilizes a single transistor.

FIG. 6B presents another embodiment of the inventive
use of a single transistor 6-2 which can be used to perform
the squaring function. Transistor N, can be sized the same as
the transistor 6-1 in FIG. 6A. However, the source (S) of
transistor N, is coupled to port 3-4 of the series path while
the gate (G) of N, is coupled to port 3-3 of the series path.
The substrate (SUB) of transistor N, can be tied to ground,
although other voltage potential levels can be used. Simi-
larly, N, has negligible impact on normal operation of the PA
circuit since the loading of the transistor N, on the ports 3-3
and 3-4 of transistor N, are minimal. In addition, the
transistor N, behaves as a square law device and multiplies
the spectra at port 3-3 by the spectra at port 3-4 and
generates the output at the drain (D) of transistor N, at
resultant node 3-6. Thus, the single transistor N, performs
the function performed by the mixer 2-5 and the feedback
VCO 2-6 in the detection circuit 2-12 of FIG. 2A. The
spectra of the detected signal at drain node (D) of transistor
N, is processed as before by the LPF, ADC, DSP, etc. to
adjust the phase, amplitude and DC offset so that T, and T,
are minimized.

FIG. 7 depicts a circuit similar to that of FIG. 5 except the
series signal path is tapped at ports 3-2 and 3-3 and applied
to the detection circuit 3-1. Other possible tapped port pairs
in the series signal path can include: 3-2, 3-4; 3-3, 3-5; etc.
Since the tapped ports are applied to gate and drain of the
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transistor in the detection circuit 3-1, a voltage different
between the tapped points generates a (V ~V,) voltage
which can be used to generate an 1, current. The detection
circuit can utilized the transistor configuration as illustrated
in either FIG. 6A or FIG. 6B. The spectra of the detected
signal at drain node (D) of transistor within the detection
circuit 3-1 is processed as before by the LPF, ADC, DSP, etc.
to adjust the phase, amplitude and DC offset so that T, and
T, are minimized.

This embodiment is innovation since the transistors N, or
N, in the detection circuit 3-1 eliminates the need to be
concerned with the details of the VCO, the charge pump,
loop filter, pre-scalar, divider, crystal oscillator and/or sigma
delta modulator design or specifications of these compo-
nents. Nor is there a need to describe the PLL transient
behavior, settling time, VCO capacitor hank calibration etc.

Finally, it is understood that the above descriptions are
only illustrative of the principle of the current invention.
Various alterations, improvements, and modifications will
occur and are intended to be suggested hereby, and are
within the spirit and scope of the invention. This invention
may, however, be embodied in many different forms and
should not be construed as limited to the embodiments set
forth herein. For example, the various embodiments pre-
sented can be used for any of the various wired or wireless
standards incorporating a series signal path within a trans-
ceiver. These techniques can be employed on the receive or
transmit paths to extract information from a series signal
path. Rather, these embodiments are provided so that the
disclosure will be thorough and complete, and will fully
convey the scope of the invention to those skilled in the arts.
It is understood that the various embodiments of the inven-
tion, although different, are not mutually exclusive. In
accordance with these principles, those skilled in the art may
devise numerous modifications without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention. Although N-MOS transis-
tors were used in the circuit schematics, P-MOS transistors
can be easily be designed to perform similar capabilities. In
addition, a network and a portable system can exchange
information wirelessly by using communication techniques
such as Time Division Multiple Access (IDMA), Frequency
Division Multiple Access (FDMA), Code Division Multiple
Access (CDMA), Orthogonal Frequency Division Multi-
plexing (OFDM), Ultra Wide Band (UWB), WiFi, WiGig,
Bluetooth, etc. The network can comprise the phone net-
work, IP (Internet protocol) network, Local Area Network
(LAN), ad hoc networks, local routers and even other
portable systems.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus to mix a first signal with a second signal
comprising:

a plurality of circuit elements coupled in series forming a

series signal path;

one of said plurality of circuit elements having an input

node and an output node coupled within said series
signal path;

a source of a transistor connected to said input node;

a gate of said transistor connected to said output node;

a drain of said transistor coupled to a resultant node,

wherein

said transistor mixes said first signal at said input node

with said second signal at said output node to generate
a mixed signal between said first signal and said second
signal at said resultant node, wherein said first signal
comprises a first spectra comprising a first homodyne
signal, a first LO leakage signal, and a first image
rejection signal applied to said input node, and said
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second signal comprises a version of said first spectra
comprising a second homodyne signal, a second LO
leakage signal, and a second image rejection signal
modified by said one of said circuit elements at said
output node;

a low pass filter (LPF) coupled to said resultant node; and

a digital signal processor (DSP) coupled to said LPF,
wherein said DSP calculates correction factors to
reduce said LO leakage signals and said image rejec-
tion signals in all said spectra.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

an input port coupled to an input of said series signal path;
and

an output port coupled to an output of said series signal
path, wherein an up-converted RF signal is coupled to
said input port.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising:

an antecedent circuit element coupled to said one of said
circuit elements at said input port;

and a subsequent circuit element coupled to said one of
said circuit elements at said output port, wherein an
up-converted RF signal is coupled to said antecedent
circuit element.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said one of said
circuit elements is an amplifier stage that either non-inverts
or inverts said second signal with regard to said first signal.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said one of said
circuit elements is an amplifier stage that amplifies and
phase shifts said second signal with regard to said first
signal.

6. An apparatus to generate a self-mixed signal compris-
ing:

a first circuit element including an input node and an

output node;

a source of a transistor coupled to said input node;

a gate of said transistor coupled to said output node;

a drain of said transistor coupled to a resultant node;

a first spectra comprising a first homodyne signal, a first
LO leakage signal, and a first image rejection signal
applied to said input node;

a version of said first spectra comprising a second homo-
dyne signal, a second LO leakage signal, and a second
image rejection signal modified by said circuit element
and generated at said output node, wherein

said transistor mixes said first spectra with said version of
said first spectra, generating said self-mixed signal at
said resultant node;

a low pass filter (LPF) coupled to said resultant node; and

a digital signal processor (DSP) coupled to said LPF,
wherein said DSP calculates correction factors to
reduce said LO leakage signals and said image rejec-
tion signals in all said spectra.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, further comprising:

an antecedent circuit element with an input port coupled
to first circuit element at said input node; and

a subsequent circuit element coupled with an output port
coupled to said first circuit element at said output node,
wherein an up-converted RF signal is coupled to said
input port.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, further comprising: an

antenna coupled to said output port.

9. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein said first circuit
element is an amplifier stage that either non-inverts or
inverts said input signal at said output node.

10. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein said first circuit
element is an amplifier stage that amplifies and phase shifts
said input signal at said output node.
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11. A method to generate a mixed signal between two
selected ports comprising:

coupling a plurality of circuit elements in series forming
a series signal path, the series path comprising a
plurality of ports, the plurality of ports comprising at
least two of a set, the set comprising;

a port between two adjacent circuit elements within said
series signal path,

an input port coupled to an input of a first circuit element
in said series signal path, and

an output port coupled to an output of a last circuit
element in said series signal path;

selecting any two of said plurality of ports;

connecting a gate of a transistor to a first selected port of
said two of said plurality of ports;

connecting a source of said transistor to a second selected
port of said two of said plurality of ports; and

coupling a drain of said transistor to a resultant node,
wherein

said transistor mixes a signal at said first selected port
with a signal at said second selected port, thereby

generating at said resultant node said mixed signal
between said two selected ports, wherein said signal at
said first selected port has a first spectra comprising at
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least one of a homodyne signal, a LO leakage signal,
and an image rejection signal applied to said input
node; and said signal at said second selected port has a
second spectra comprising at least one of a version of
said homodyne signal, a version of said LO leakage
signal, and a version of said image rejection signal
modified by at least one of said plurality of circuit
elements;

coupling a low pass filter to said resultant node; and

coupling a digital signal processor (DSP) to an output of

said low pass filter to calculate correction factors to
reduce said LO leakage signals and said image rejec-
tion signals of all signals within said series signal path.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein said version com-
ponents of said second spectra comprises at least a non-
inverted or an inverted, an amplified or an attenuated, or a
phase shifted component of said first spectra.

13. The method of claim 11, further comprising coupling
an up-converted RF signal is to said input port.

14. The method of claim 11, wherein said first selected
port corresponds to an input node or an output node of an
amplifier, and said second selected port corresponds to a
remaining node of said amplifier.
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